(NEW) FREE KICK - ALIGNMENT AND COVERAGE AREAS

Starting this fall, 2025, we will be implementing the following alignment and mechanics during free kicks.
These mechanics differ from the mechanics found in the NFHS Games Officials Manual.

The changes allow the LJ and LM better vision and coverage, and aligns with their responsiblities

during scrimmage plays.

The BJ and U are responsible for their respective free kick lines and will then move towards the middle

of the field which will allow them to officiate from an inside - outside position.
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Referee

FREE KICK - ALIGNMENT

Starting position is on the goalline in the middle of the field.

When all crew members are in position and signal they are ready, sound whistle and signal ready-for-play
Ensure that K has 4 players on either side of kicker at the time of the kick.

If the ball threatens the goal line. Hold position and rule on touchback.

If the ballis touched by R in coverage area, wind the clock

Line Judge

Starting position is at the pylon on the goalline. Press box side of field. 2 yards off the sideline.
Raise arm over head when in position and ready.

If the ballis touched by R in coverage area, wind the clock

Linesman

Umpire

Starting position is at the pylon on the goalline. Opposite the press box. 2 yards off the sideline.
Raise arm over head when in position and ready.

If the ballis touched by R in coverage area, wind the clock

Starting position is R's restraining line. Press box side of field. 2 yards off the sideline.
Raise arm over head when in position and ready.
Rule on pop-up kick.

After the kicking team has crossed R's restraining line, move onto the field between the numbers and the hash.

Back Judge

Give instructions to the kicker on the field.

Return to the sideline. Check that no player is more than 5 yards from free kick line.
Starting position is K's free kick line. Opposite the press box. 2 yards off the sideline.
Raise arm over head when in position and ready.

If the ball is blown off the tee, sound whistle.

Rule on pop-up kick.

After the kicking team has crossed R's restraining line, move onto the field between the numbers and the hash.

FREE KICK - COVERAGE

If the ballis returned down the middle of the field, the referee will stay with the runner to the 25 yard line.

Wing officials will observe blocks away from the ball and be alert for change of direction.

If the ballis returned outside of either hashmark, the appropriate wing official will stay with the runner to the 25 yard line.

Referee will observe blocks away from the ball and be alert for change of direction

If the ball carrier crosses the 25 yard line, the Umpire or Back Judge will assume coverage of the runner.

If the ballis not kicked deep, adjust alignments and coverage as necessary.



